
Actively listen    •    Stay on topic

Build on each other’s ideas    •    Don’t interrupt

Disagree respectfully    •    Encourage everyone to speak

Explain your thinking with reasons and evidence

We strengthen each other when we 

solve problems together. Listen to understand. 

Respond to connect and share. 
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E V E R Y B O D Y  C O N T R I B U T E S .
T H I S  I S  A  S A F E  S P A C E



TALK MORE IN CLASS
Try these sentence starters. . .

C L A S S R O O M  S C A F F O L D S  T O  S U P P O R T  H E A L T H Y  S O C I A L  D I S C O U R S E

B E T T Y  N O R D E N G R E N

CONNECTING 
& BUILDING

I want to add to that idea... ___________________________________.

This reminds me of ________________, because ________________.

Building on that, I would like to say, ___________________________.

I hear you say__________________, and I think __________________.

I think, _________________, and I my evidence is ____________________.

DISAGREEING & 
CHALLENGING

I disagree, because _________________________________________.

I am not sure I think that. What is your evidence?

I think differently, because __________________________________.

I understand what you are saying, but I think __________________.

Could you tell me more about that? I want to understand your ideas.

AGREEING & 
SUPPORTING

I agree with __________________, because _____________________.

I like what you said, because ________________________________.

I also feel that way, because _________________________________.

I like the way you said that. because __________________________.

ENCOURAGING 
& INCLUDING

What can you add to the conversation, _______________________.

Your voice needs to be heard too, ____________________________.

I am really impressed with your words, because _______________.

__________________, What do you think about it?
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